
Less We Forget – a Bibliography on the Biafra War 
Compiled by Françoise Ugochukwu, the Open University (UK)/CNRS-LLACAN, Paris 
 

 

Unsurprisingly, most of what has so far been published on the Nigerian civil war is in 

English, as evidenced in this chapter. Yet, the French involvement in Biafra resulted in a 

number of publications on the war, while attracting the attention of the French public to 

Nigeria. This in turn encouraged the translation of a number of Nigerian writers – Achebe, 

Ekwensi, Adichie, Soyinka and others. This bilingual bibliography – in English & French – 

covering the years 1967-2013, brings together works of fiction, essays, memoirs and other 

research publications on the war, organised in two separate sections, followed by an 

annotated list of relevant websites.  

 

I Publications in English 

 

Works of Fiction 

 

Achebe Chinua, Girls at War and Other Stories, London, Heinemann (1972) 1986, 123p. 

Achebe Chinua, Beware Soul Brother, Enugu, Nwamife 1971 / Christmas in Biafra and Other 

Poems, New York, Doubleday 1973, 38p. 

Acholonu Catherine, The Spring’s Last Drop, Owerri, Totan 1985. 

Acholonu Catherine, Into the Heart of Biafra, Owerri, Totan 1986. 

Adichie Chimamanda Ngozi, For Love of Biafra, Enugu, Spectrum Books 1998,112 p. 

Adichie Chimamanda, Half of a Yellow Sun, London, Fourth Estate 2006, 436p. 

Akpan Ntieyong Udo, The Struggle for Secession, 1966-1970; a personal account of the Nigerian 

Civil War, London, F. Cass 1972. 

Akuneme Charles, I saw Biafra, Lagos, The Book Company 2004, 110p. 

Aladeyelu Seun, If our Paths Cross, the Most Horrific Fiction Ever on the Nigerian Civil War, 

iUniverse 2003, 168p. 

Amadi Elechi, Sunset in Biafra. A Civil War Diary, London, Heinemann 1973. 

Amadi Elechi, Peppersoup and The Road to Ibadan, Ibadan, Onibonoje 1977.  

Aniebo I.N.C. Rearguard Actions, London, Heinemann 1998, 171p. 

Aniebo J.N.C. The Anonymity of Sacrifice, London, Heinemann 1974. 

Aniebo J.N.C. “In the Front Line” (short story), Lagos Sunday Times, May 17, 1970. 

Aniebo J.N.C. Of Wives, Talismans and the Dead, London, Heinemann 1982. 

Azikiwe Nnamdi, Civil War soliloquies: more collections of poems, Nsukka, Africa Book Co. Ltd 

1977. 

Azuonye, Chukwuma & al, Geditsche aus Biafra [Poetry from Biafra, an illustrated color 

brochure, with six other Biafran poets—Akomaye Oko, Uche Okeke, Obiora Udechukwu, 

Bons Nwabiani, and Godwin Nwaorgu). Lyrics Series. Heuwid und Berlin: Hermann 

Luchterhard 1969. 

Clark John Pepper, Casualties: Poems 1966-1968, London, Longman 1970.  

Egejuru Phanuel, The Seed Yams Have Been Eaten, London, Heinemann 1983. 

Ejoor D.A., Reminiscences, Lagos, Malthouse press 1990.  

Ekwensi Cyprian, Divided we stand, Enugu, Fourth Dimension 1980, 235p. 

Ekwensi Cyprian, Divided we Stand: a novel of the Nigerian Civil War, London, Heinemann 1980. 

Ekwensi Cyprian, Survive the peace, London, Heinemann 1976  

Ekwuru A. Songs of steel, Walton-on-Thames, Nelson 1980.  

Emecheta Buchi, Destination Biafra, London, Heinemann 1982. 

Enekwe Ossie, Come Thunder, Enugu, Fourth Dimension 1984. 

Forsyth Frederick, Emeka, Ibadan, Spectrum Books 1992 (reprint). 



Forsyth Frederick, Biafra Story, London, Penguin Books 1969. 

Gbulie Ben, The Fall of Biafra, Enugu, Benlie 1989, 322p. 

Gold H., Biafra Goodbye, Small private distribution 1970. 

Henshaw J.E. Enough Is Enough, Benin City, Ethiope 1976. 

Idahosa Patrick, Truth and tragedy (a fighting man’s memoir of the Nigerian civil war), Ibadan, 

Heinemann 1989. 

Ike Chukwuemeka, Sunset at dawn, a novel about Biafra, London, Fontana 1976. 

Iroh Eddie, 48 guns for the General, London, Heinemann 1976, 218p. 

Iroh Eddie, Toads of war, London, Heinemann 1979 

Iroh Eddie, The Siren in the Night, London, Heinemann 1982. 

Iweala Uzodinma, Beasts of No Nation, a Novel, London, John Murray Publishers 2005, 176p. / 

New York, Harper-Collins 2006, 142p.  
Iyayi F. Heroes, Harlow, Longman 1986. 

Jacobs D., The Brutality of Nations, New York, A. Knopf 1987. 

Kum’a N’dumbe A. Kafra-Biatanga: tragédie de l’Afrique, Honfleur, Oswald 1973. 

Mbachu Dulue, War Games (2005), Lagos, New Gong Publishers 2005, 210 pages  

Mezu Sebastian Okechukwu, Behind the rising sun, London, Heinemann 1971. 

Mok M. Biafra Journal, New York, TimeLife 1969. 

Munonye John, A Wreath for the Maidens, London, Heinemann 1973. 

Njoku H. Tragedy without Heroes, Enugu, Fourth Dimension 1987. 

Njoku Rose, Withstand the Storm: war memoirs of a housewife, Ibadan, Heinemann 1986. 

Nwankwo Victor, The Road to Udima, Enugu, Fourth Dimension 1985 (translated from 

German Der Weg nach Udima, Bonn-Beuel, Afrika-Presse Dienst 1969, R. Bowert & F. J. 

Schumann). 

Nwapa Flora, Never again, Enugu, Nwamife publishers 1975. 

Nwapa Flora, Wives at war and other stories, Enugu, Tana Press 1980. 

Nwapa Flora, This is Lagos, Enugu, Tana Press 1971. 

Ofoegbu Leslie, Blow the fire, Enugu, Tana Press 1985, 167p. 

Okigbo C., Labyrinths with Path of Thunder, New York, Holmes and Meier 1971 

Okonta I. and Douglas O., Where Vultures Feast: Forty Years of Shell In the Niger Delta, Sterling 

(USA), Stylus 1998. 

Okorafor Nnedimma, Biafra, Olympia, Margin: Exploring modern magical realism (1er prix 

de la nouvelle 2005), www.angelfire.com/wa2/margin/okorafor2.html  

Okpewho Isidore, The Last duty, London, Longman 1976. 

Okpi K., Biafra Testament, London, Macmillan 1982. 

Omotoso Kole, The Combat, London, Heinemann 1972. 

Onwubiko Pauline, Running for cover, Owerri, Kay Bee Cee 1988. 

Onwuchekwa J. Biafra: requiem for the dead in war, Port Moresby, Papua Pocket Poets 1970. 

Rotimi O. Kurunmi, Ibadan, Oxford University Press 1971. 

Saro-Wiwa Ken, On a Darkling Plain. An account of the Nigerian Civil War, London, Saros 

International 1989, 268p. 

Saro-Wiwa Ken, Sozaboy, a novel in rotten English, Port-Harcourt, Saros international 1985/ 

Lagos, Longman 1985, 188p. / New York, Longman USA edition 2009, 187p. 

Soyinka Wole, A Season of Anomy, London, Rex Collins 1973. 

Soyinka Wole, Madmen and Specialists, London, Methuen 1971. 

Soyinka Wole, The Man Died: prison notes, London, Rex Collins 1972.  

Umeh C. “Double attack”, in G. Henderson (ed), African Theatre, London, Heinemann 1973. 

Umelo Rosina, Felicia, London, Macmillan 1978. 

Umweni Samuel Enadeghe, 888 Days in Biafra, iUniverse.com 2007, 236p.  

Wonodi O. Dusts of Exile, Ife, Pan-African Pocket Poets 1971. 

 

http://www.angelfire.com/wa2/margin/okorafor2.html


Literary Criticism 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biafra 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biafra


A site containing general information on Biafra including a map and several pictures. [Last 

accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Biafra_independent_state_map-en.svg 

A geographical map [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://national-anthem-of-biafra.biafranet.com/ 

http://www.biafraland.com/biafra_national_anthem.htm 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XaoX8OWjYIM 

Biafra’s national anthem – lyrics and music [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://www.biafraland.com/Biafra%20history.htm  

An official 16page document issued by the Biafran Government in 1967 and titled: 

“Introducing the Republic of Biafra” [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://www.ethnologue.com  

The website of Lewis, M. Paul (ed.), 2009. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Sixteenth edition. 

Dallas, Tex.: SIL International. Online version: an encyclopaedic reference work cataloguing 

all of the world’s 6,909 known living languages, where one can find the page listing the 

languages of Nigeria with geographic and dialectal details [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://www.kwenu.com/biafra/biafra.htm 

Titled: “Biafra @ a glance”, this is a website dedicated to the history of the defunct Republic of 

Biafra, manned by Igbo abroad and offering various data including important dates and 

publications about the war – last accessed 13/07/2010. 

 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,838607-1,00.html. 

Time US, Aug. 23, 1968. World: Nigeria’s Civil War: Hate, Hunger and the Will to Survive. 

Correspondent’s report. [Online]. Available at: 

[Last accessed 13/07/2010].   

 

http://umunna.org/instruments.htm  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igbo_music 

An introduction to musical instruments from Igboland [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 

 

http://www.jha.ac/articles/u036.htm 

Goetz’s article on humanitarian issues in Biafra [last accessed 13/07/2010].  

 

http://searchworks.stanford.edu/?q=biafra&f[building_facet][]=Hoover+Archives&hidden_qt

=search&per_page=20&commit=search+Searchworks 

A list of three recordings of Biafran songs [last accessed 13/07/2010]. 
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Map of Igboland 

http://www.nigeriamasterweb.com/4mbebe/IgbolandMap.jpg 

http://www.nigeriamasterweb.com/4mbebe/IgbolandMap.jpg

